Grade 6.2.1.Wilson Fluency

Amelia Earhart First Lady of Flight
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In March 1937, Amelia Earhart attempted the first flight around the world
at its widest point, the equator. With her husband George’s
financial and moral support, she was able to begin her historic flight.
The plan was to fly an east-to-west course, starting from Oakland, California.
The flight got off to a bad start when her plane, a Lockheed Electra,
crash-landed on takeoff in Hawaii. Neither Amelia nor her navigator,
Fred Noonan, was hurt. Two months later Amelia and Fred Noonan
flew a west-to-east course, starting from Miami, Florida.

Amelia and Fred Noonan left Miami on June 1, 1937.

They left behind the telegraph key and the trailing communications antenna
that had to be reeled in and out of the plane. Without them,

they would be out of touch with homing signals for hours at a time.
The telegraph would not have done them much good, anyway

— neither Noonan nor Amelia had ever learned Morse code.
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